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   Ready for Your
 Next Journey
 
  
 

   Unique equestrian vacations like no other in Connemara, Ireland. It’s not just about the trail riding,
 it’s the total immersion in the beauty, culture and history of Connemara
 
  
 

   Book Now
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   Who We Are
 
  
 

   Connemara Equestrian Escapes offer bespoke week-long guided tours with an equine twist in Connemara, on the west coast of Ireland.
 Join Cáit (Gaelic for Kate but prnounched ‘Cotch’), a 3rd generation Connemara pony breeder as she and her team guide you through the winding turns of the back roads of Connemara. Cáit’s deep connection with the area and the people will take you off the beaten path to immerse you in the history of Connemara and meet it’s colourful characters that have maintained traditions going back generations.
 
  
 

     Watch Our Video 
 Read Our Story
 
 
  
 








   Top Tour Packages
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 7 Day Standard Tour
 Book Now
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 Julie Goodnight Tour
 Book Now
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 Dublin Horse Show Tour
 Book Now

 
 
 


















   Why Make the Trip
 With Us?
 
  
   Choose From a wide range of connemara tours, including guided, Sightseeing,
 and family-friendly options
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   100% Secure tour
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   Easy Online Booking
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   Award Winning Service
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   Personalised Tours Are Available
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   Experienced Instructors and Guides
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   Perfectly Trained Horses
 
  
 





   Client Reviews
 
  
 

   
     Excellent  
     Based on 59 reviews 
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   Debra M 
 2023-09-25
 
 
  Great vacation!
Everything about the week was excellent. Would recommend to anyone, Horses, guides, accommodations, food all were excellent!
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   Nancy B 
 2023-09-11
 
 
  best trip ever
This was a great riding and touring experience . The food, the horses, the farm, the people were amazing. Cait and Julie Goodnight and T Cody all made the trip very informative and I learned a lot about riding. The tours and pubs we went to in the afternoon were not touristy at all. Cait's knowledge of the area was a great bonus. I can't recommend it enough!
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   Karol 
 2023-09-10
 
 
  Best trip ever
I certainly had high expectations, and booked early and enthusiastically for this opportunity to ride with Julie Goodnight AND see western Ireland. But wow! I was totally blown away by Kait’s Connemara Equestrian Escape. The house we stayed in was beautiful and the food at every turn, delicious. Best yet were the horses. Not only are they well trained and cared for, they are quite obviously loved.. Kait pairs each rider up with a horse that’s just the right amount of challenge and the horses take amazing care of their riders. Kait generously shared her special places, experiences, and contacts with us all and created quite simply the BEST experience. Cannot recommend highly enough and yes, I’ll be back!
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   Denise D 
 2023-09-05
 
 
  This is the trip to book!!!!
You can stop searching for your dream vacation.. you’re looking at it. This was the absolute best experience of my life! The BEST way to explore Ireland is on this tour! I literally cried tears of joy several times while seeing the stunning beauty of the countryside on horseback.. Henry’s back to be precise, who was a complete gentleman for someone like me who wasn’t a seasoned rider at all. Caits entire team, the horses, all of it was the best experience in every way. If you’d like to really see Ireland .. not just hang out in the crowded tourist areas and pubs, (although that was fun too!), this is THE WAY to do it! I’ll be forever grateful for the amazingly wonderful experience!!! You will NOT regret it.
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   Emma G 
 2023-08-15
 
 
  So Amazing, I didn't want to go home!
My week with Cáit and Connemara Equestrian Escapes was nothing short of amazing. Cáit is a wonderful person with a great sense of humor and takes great pride in making sure her guests are happy. She not only let us ride her sweet Connemara ponies through beautiful landscape, she also taught us about the history of the area. We visited castles, a sheep farm and a traditional music shop, along with taking us to the Dublin Horse Show. Cáit and her crew Brian, Sabdh and Aoifa are incredibly kind to the horses. They know all the personality quirks and likes and dislikes of each horse, and makes sure they have everything they need. I would highly recommend booking a trip with Cáit, you will be so glad you did!
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   Rebecca-Becky P 
 2023-08-14
 
 
  "IRISH EQUESTRIAN VACATION with a TWIST"
Riding, Cultural Tour & Dublin Horse Show. The moment we arrived at Curra Farm we knew that we were going to have a wonderful time. Cait and her very experienced and friendly team did not disappoint. Cait and team are so passionate about their ponies. There was no question that each pony was healthy and ready to be paired with a guest. A very happy and healthy environment! When you are not in the saddle, you are learning about the Irish cultural with Cait and her pups as your guides. For those interested in the 2024 tour, we recommend arriving in Galway in time to take in one day at the Galway Races (Galway Race Week). Additionally, plan on spending at least one extra day in Dublin. You will want to do a walking tour of Dublin and/or attend the Dublin Horse Show on Friday night. Our vacation was spectacular in every way!
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   Rachael M 
 2023-08-14
 
 
  Pure Connemara Magic
This trip was a lifelong dream fulfilled in all the best ways possible. Cait is an amazing horsewoman, one with intuitive knowledge and wisdom, and the fact she shared her home and horses with us is a heartfelt gift. The scenery, the joy and laughter, the magic of the Irish landscape and it’s people - all of this and more we experienced every day! I am still so astounded and grateful for all I experienced. We rode through forests, climbed a mountain on horseback, and galloped across several beaches. Cait shared the history of the region with us, her voice full of pride (and awe too)! I asked her if the scenery ever gets old, and she replied with a big fat “No, never!” I agree! I don’t see how the mountains, lakes, and rivers would ever grow old. Brian, Saibh, and Aoife were brilliant guides. Their kindness to both us and the horses were evident in everything they did. They welcomed us with open arms and trusted us with the horses, and for that I am so grateful. Thank you!! I only wish I had been able to give you three hugs before we left. Thank you, Cait and team. For fulfilling a dream of mine I’ve had since I was a little girl. Thank you. I will absolutely be back - you can count on that!
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   Donald W 
 2023-08-12
 
 
  Wonderful Irish vacation
Excellent experience! This is the 4th tour we have done with Connemara Equistrian Escapes and we have loved every one of them. Wonderful blend of horseback riding and cultural learning, all fun. If a spouse doesn’t ride, a fishing or golf outing will be arranged. Or something else they will enjoy. You just can’t beat it. Highly recommended!
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   Christine R 
 2023-08-12
 
 
  Blend of riding and culture.
What an incredible experience. I would recommend Cait and her team for all levels of riding. The combination of riding and cultural tours made a nice blend of experiences. The Dublin horse show was a highlight for me personally as a professional horse person. Thank you CEE for the most remarkable memories.
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   Andrea O 
 2023-08-06
 
 
  Fantastic horse riding and sight seeing holiday
Thank you to Cáit and her team of amazing people who helped to make a week of riding and sightseeing in Ireland so memorable. The ponies were so well trained and well mannered and matched to each riders level of experience and ability. An absolutely beautiful way to see the varied countryside. The cultural tours complemented the riding and I learnt so much about Irish history and culture. The people were also lovely and the food and accommodation brilliant. A special mention to Cáit who went above and beyond to accommodate what everyone wanted. I would love to return.
  
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
  
  
 






   7 Day Custom Tour
 
  
   Our custom 7-day fully guided horse-riding vacation, in the rugged wilderness of Connemara, Co. Galway is a truly unique trail-riding experience that offers all the excitement, attractions, and scenic delights of our standard tour – but with an element of customization that allows you to add your very own personal touch to your vacation, tailored to your specific needs.
 
  
 

   Book Now
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   A Few Tips to Help You Plan Your Tour
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   Insurance
 Both you and your insurance company know that horse riding is a risk sport.You must provide us with your insurance policy number, insurance provider name & contact details prior to your trip with us.
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   Weight and height questions?
 At Connemara Equestrian Escapes, we don’t impose weight or height restrictions on our riders because lightness in the saddle does not necessarily relate to how tall you are or how much you weigh.
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   Travelling to Ireland and meeting us
 Most of our international customers fly in to either Dublin or Shannon airports.We advise our customers to to fly in at least one day prior to their trip start date to get over any jet-lag issues and ensure your are energised for your first riding day.
 
  
 




   View All Tour Tips
 
  
 












   Our Awards
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 Winner Of "Best Travel Experience"
 Equestrian Living Magazine Gold List
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 Runner up in Irish Independent & Zurich
 Equestrian Farmer Of The Year 2015
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     Escape to Connemara Equestrian    
  Featured Stories 
 
 
 
 
 
   May 12, 2022
 
  Escape to Connemara Equestrian 
  The best way to explore the desolate beauty of Connemara is from the back of a native horse says Agnes Stamp.
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     Bring your own horse on holiday    
  Featured Stories 
 
 
 
 
 
   February 15, 2018
 
  Bring your own horse on holiday 
  Cathriona Goaley runs Connemara Equestrian Escapes, an equestrian holiday company in the West of Ireland.
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    connemaraequestrian
 
    
 [image: connemaraequestrian] 


[image: connemaraequestrian]
 
  
     Testimonial Tuesday. A few more reasons to book a  [image: Testimonial Tuesday. A few more reasons to book a trail-riding tour in Connemara, Ireland! #connemaraequestrianescapes  #trailriding] 


[image: Testimonial Tuesday. A few more reasons to book a trail-riding tour in Connemara, Ireland! #connemaraequestrianescapes #trailriding]
  
 
   We are offering a €100 discount off any 7 day to [image: We are offering a €100 discount off any 7 day tour bookings made today! No shenanigans, just use code Patrick2024 before clicking of final payment of your deposit. Join us this summer for a trail-riding tour in Connemara, Ireland. Not only will get to know and love the best of our Irish bred horses, you will have a complete immersion in Irish history and culture with our daily sightseeing and informative tours. Stay in our hand picked accommodations and savour the culinary delights with locally sourced food catering for all dietary requirements. Solo travellers and group bookings welcome!  #ConnemaraEq#ConnemaraEq#discoverirelanduestrianEscapes #HorseRidingVacations #HorseRidingVacation #HorseVacation #HorseRidingHolidays #HorseRidingHoliday #HorseHoliday #HorseRiding #HorseRidingTour #HorseRidingTours #HorseBackRiding #HorseBackRidingTour #HorseBackRidingTours #HorseTreking #HorseTrekingVacation #HorseTrekingVacations #HorseTrekingHoliday #HorseTrekingHolidays #Connemara #ConnermaPony #ConnemaraPonies #WildAtlanticWay #WildAtlanticWay #WildAtlanticWayIreland #DiscoverIreland] 
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   !! WOMEN ONLY WEDNESDAY !! Thinking of a Women Onl [image: !! WOMEN ONLY WEDNESDAY !! Thinking of a Women Only Trail-riding Vacation in Connemara, Ireland? Well you've landed on the right post! Women often find empowerment and confidence through horseback riding.  Our women-only tour environment can provide a supportive atmosphere where riders can encourage and uplift each other, fostering personal growth and self-assurance in the saddle. Our tours create strong bonds between participants allowing you to forge connections with like-minded individuals, often extending new friendships and camaraderie beyond the duration of the trip. We create a safe space where participants can relax and fully enjoy the experience without concerns about judgment or discomfort no matter what your riding level. So, if you are a solo traveller, want an experience of a lifetime with your sister in law, want to organise a graduation gift for your daughter or you're planning a trip for a group of barn friends.......then look no further! Drop us an email or chat online on our website for further information on dates and availability.  #ConnemaraEquestrianEscapes #womenonlytravel #HorseRidingVacations #HorseRidingVacation #HorseVacation #HorseRidingHolidays #HorseRidingHoliday #HorseHoliday #HorseRiding #HorseRidingTour #HorseRidingTours #HorseBackRiding #HorseBackRidingTour #HorseBackRidingTours #HorseTreking #HorseTrekingVacation #HorseTrekingVacations #HorseTrekingHoliday #HorseTrekingHolidays #Connemara #ConnermaPony #ConnemaraPonies #WildAtlanticWay #WildAtlanticWay #WildAtlanticWayIreland #DiscoverIreland] 
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   !!TESTIMONAL TUESDAY!! It's so heart warming to kn [image: !!TESTIMONAL TUESDAY!! It's so heart warming to know that our team of humans and equines (not forgetting the canines) never fail to please our trail riders on each tour. We have a collection of "Thank You" cards that describe how our customers enjoyed their 7 day tour with us in Connemara, Ireland. Not only do we offer scenic horse riding, daily sightseeing experiences, the best of local food and comfortable hand picked accommodations but we guarantee sore cheeks from laughter and fun! Checkout our 7 day tours on our website. We have very limited availability for 2024 so don't leave it much longer to book!    #ConnemaraEquestrianEscapes #trailridingadventures  #HorseRidingVacations #HorseRidingVacation #HorseVacation #HorseRidingHolidays #HorseRidingHoliday #HorseHoliday #HorseRiding #HorseRidingTour #HorseRidingTours #HorseBackRiding #HorseBackRidingTour #HorseBackRidingTours #HorseTreking #HorseTrekingVacation #HorseTrekingVacations #HorseTrekingHoliday #HorseTrekingHolidays #Connemara #ConnermaPony #ConnemaraPonies #WildAtlanticWay #WildAtlanticWay #WildAtlanticWayIreland #DiscoverIreland] 
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   Our sweet 4 year old Connemara mare Hazel is looki  [image: Our sweet 4 year old Connemara mare Hazel is looking to further her career in the showing/hunter jumper world. She measures at 14.2, LOVES attention and has a super loose jump showing bravery and intelligence in everything that is asked of her. Transport can be arranged worldwide and Hazel comes with a full, clean 5 stage vetting certificate.] 
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  Address
   	 Curra, Moycullen, Co.Galway, H91 V9R7, Ireland.
	  info@connemaraequestrianescapes.com
	  +353 876 44 55 89 
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   	7 Day Standard Tour
	Julie Goodnight Tour
	Dublin Horse Show Tour
	7 Day Custom Tour

 
  
 


About Us
   	Our Stories
	Tour Tips
	Privacy Policy
	Terms & Conditions

 
  
 


Subscribe To Our Newsletter
   Join our newsletter to receive updates, news from our tours. Learn about our products, services and get exciting discounts ahead of time.
 Signup To Our Newsletter
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 Manage Cookie Consent
   
 
 
  To provide the best experiences, we use technologies like cookies to store and/or access device information. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as browsing behavior or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may adversely affect certain features and functions.
      Functional    Functional  Always active        The technical storage or access is strictly necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by the subscriber or user, or for the sole purpose of carrying out the transmission of a communication over an electronic communications network. 
     Preferences   Preferences        The technical storage or access is necessary for the legitimate purpose of storing preferences that are not requested by the subscriber or user. 
     Statistics   Statistics        The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for statistical purposes. The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for anonymous statistical purposes. Without a subpoena, voluntary compliance on the part of your Internet Service Provider, or additional records from a third party, information stored or retrieved for this purpose alone cannot usually be used to identify you. 
     Marketing   Marketing        The technical storage or access is required to create user profiles to send advertising, or to track the user on a website or across several websites for similar marketing purposes. 
  
 
  Manage options Manage services Manage {vendor_count} vendors Read more about these purposes 
 
  Accept Deny View preferences Save preferences View preferences 
  {title} {title} {title} 
 
 
 Manage consent 
   Join our Jack LaTorre Waiting List 
   Notice: JavaScript is required for this content.
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       Vera
 Originally from Germany, Vera was born into the world of horses. She loves them so much, she commenced her veterinary studies in 2014 and furthered her education to specialise as an equine and canine chiropractor.
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   She keeps our ponies in shape with regular chiropractor check-ups at the farm.
 
  
 



 
  ×  
 
       John
 A native of Connemara has been driving trucks for most of his life. He was brought up around horses and he ensures our ponies are transported safely in our 10 horse truck!
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       Rachel
 Rachel has been riding since 2014. She lives in Clifden, Connemara and adores her two Connemara ponies. She hopes to study equine science in college and go on to have a career in the equine industry.
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       Sabdh
 Sabdh ( sounds like Hive with and S!). A horse lover since she could walk, she recently completed her masters degree in history. 
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       Brian
 Brian started his British Horse Society training in 1992. He has worked as a riding instructor for almost 30 years now and will help you develop the bond with your horse from the first day of your trip with us. In his spare time he helps on the family farm.
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       The Canine Team
 Most of our customers miss their pets while touring with us. Don’t worry, our own team of Springer Spaniels will give you all of the canine love you need while you are away from home. The three generations of girls would traditionally accompany us on most of the trail rides and while touring Connemara on Cáit’s Coach.
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    Granny springer spaniel Cindy made her journey to doggie heaven in July 2021. Her daughter Maggie and granddaughter Ellie continue in her pawsteps to offer love, comfort and canine entertainment.
 
  
 



 
  ×  
 
       Lucy
 Lucy has been riding since she could walk. She lives by the sea with her Connemara pony Zai, where she swims everyday (sometimes with her pony!) When not guiding our riders along the byways and coasts, she likes to compete in dressage, working hunter classes & discover new long distance rides. Her riding ambition is to horseback ride with giraffes in Africa.
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       Punch
 This lovely grey brings daily joy to his new owner in Alabama, USA
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       Jimmy
 Jimmy, born at local Fernville Stud farm to a thoroughbred mare and sired by I Love You Melody. Jimmy stands at 16.1”
 
  
 


   [image: TB Cross Jimmy] 


[image: TB Cross Jimmy]

  
 



 
  ×  
 
       Whoopi And New Born Smartie
 She’s our Grace O’Malley. Queen of the herd! She had a successful 14 year career as Cáit’s showjumper & eventer. She gracefully retired a few years ago and has produced some fine foals since.
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       Monty
 Born in 2012 out of a Connemara mare and by a skewbald staillion(paint horse), our lovely Monty stands at 15.2”.
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       Larry
 This lovely bay is now competing for his new owner in the United Kingdom
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       High Tower
 Bred at home here at Curra Farm, High Tower was born in 2014. He is a son of Cleggan Bay Tower out of a Calla Boy mare.
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       Henry
 This beautiful Bay now competes for his new owner in Ohio!
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       Gra
 This beautiful Bay now competes for his new owner in Ohio!
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       Festy
 This delightful grey was born in 2009. His sire was General Humbert and his dam was by I Love You Melody.
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       Peadar
 Gaelic for Peter! Peadar is a 2008 grey gelding measuring 16.2” believed to be by a Connemara stallion and out of an Irish Draught mare.
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       Dougal
 Another homebred gelding born in 2010. He’s by Owen’s Blossom and out of a Calla Boy mare. Dougal measures 15.1” approx.
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       Big John
 he’s the king of the herd and most often used as a guide horse. Big John is by Tulira Robuck our of a Gunsmoke mare. He is measuring all of 16.1” – the biggest full Connemara we know of in Connemara!
 
  
 


   [image: Big John] 


[image: Big John]

  
 



 
  ×  
 
       Zai
 belongs to our guide Lucy. He is her pride and joy. He is a 15 hand grey gelding that competes regularly in dressage, show jumping and cross country.
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       Copper
 Born in 2014 and bred at Curra Farm. Copper is a chunky 15.2” grey gelding by Cleggan Bay Tower.
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       Chips
 Born in 2010 and bred at Curra Farm. Chips is a 15 hand grey gelding by Shannon Prince out of a New Beginning mare. 
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       Philip
 Our equine vets, Philip and Rita,are always at the other end of the phone for any equine health related issues.
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   They are part of the team ay Glenina Vet Clinic, the finest equine health clinic on the west coast of Ireland.
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       Rita
 Our equine vets, Philip and Rita,are always at the other end of the phone for any equine health related issues.
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   They are part of the team ay Glenina Vet Clinic, the finest equine health clinic on the west coast of Ireland.
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       Farriers Kevin and Brian
 Our farriers Kevin and Brian ensure our equines’ hooves are kept in tip-top condition all year round.
 
  
 


   [image: Farriers Kevin and Brian] 


[image: Farriers Kevin and Brian]

  
 


   Our farriers Kevin and Brian ensure our equines’ hooves are kept in tip-top condition all year round. Find them on Facebook.
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       Cáit Goaley
 Cáit and Connemara Pony Curra Whoopi. Competing from an early age, I took a break from competition during college years but my love for horses drew me back to invest in my first of six foundation Connemara mares that went on to breed many top class Connemara performance ponies over the past 15 years. 
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   With a strong belief that the Connemara pony is one that can be enjoyed by both children and adults, I now breed a larger type of Connemara pony to allow this versatility.
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