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Connemara is undoubtedly one of the most stunning tourist locations in Ireland, if not

the world. Whether it is by car, bus, or on foot, this scenic landscape is there for all to
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photo below: Riders can enjoy long canters along one of the many Connemara Beaches

4 STAR CASTLE AND
COUNTRY MANOR HOTELS

AWARD WINNING
DINING EXPERIENCES

BREATHTAKING SCENERY

MEMORABLE CULTURAL
EXPERIENCES

CONTACT: CATHRIONA GOALEY T: +353 876 44 55 89
E: info@connemaraequestrianescapes.com W: connemaraequestrianescapes.com

Ask about our 'Bring Your Own Horse' option!




Connemara is undoubtedly one of the most stunning tourist loea
tions in Ireland, if not the world. Whether it is by car, bus, or on
foot, this scenic landscape is there for all to savour, but now visi
tors who flock to the west of Ireland each year can also enjoy what
Connemara has to offer from horseback.

As Alice Walker once said: “Horses make a landscape look beauti-
ful.” It is so true in many ways. Whether horses are actually in the
landscape, or whether the landscape is to be enjoyed while riding,
horses are an integral part of our Irish heritage.

Having monitored the industry carefully for two years, and dis-
covering the gap not just for the riding, but also the cultural as
pect to Connemara, keen equestrian enthusiasts and Galway na-
tives Cathriona Goaley and Ciardn Mac Con Iomaire, have now
tapped into this lucrative market through their company, Conne-
mara Equestrian Escapes.

“We researched the market for almost two years,” commented
Cathriona,” and felt there was a gap, not just for the riding, but
something a little different — something that offered cultural ae

tivities along with it. Through our new venture, guests have the
ability to connect with Connemara, its people and its ponies. They
are given the opportunity to meet such prolific pony breeders
as Henry O’Toole; see the Connemara Pony Museum in Clifden;
and try their hand at turf-cutting and mussel-tasting down at the
Killary Fjord. As well as top-class accommodation, and hospitality,
we offer guests the unique opportunity of getting hands-on with
the Connemara pony.”

Set up in late 2012, Connemara Equestrian Escapes continues to
grow in strength and popularity as new attractions are added to
the various packages now available. While working on their own
initiative, the company has also received support from Failte Ire
land as many of the routes and attractions, such as Kylemore -Ab
bey, as featured in these holidays, are included in Failte Ireland’s
new initiative, the Wild Atlantic Way, which is due to be launched
early next year.

The ‘Bring Your Own Horse’ package is quickly growing in populari-  photos: The ‘Famine Walk’ down by the Killary Fjord is a much loved

ty for Irish guests, while the seven-day package particularly appeals riding trail (opposite page) Guests will have the opportunity to stay

to overseas guests who wish to experience more of what Connemaat the. §pectacular Ballynahinch Castle, while also riding through its
. . . . magnificent grounds (above)

ra has to offer. Here there is particular emphasis on the luxurious

accommodation at places such as Renvyle House Hotel and Resort,

Cashel House Hotel, and the stunning Ballynahinch Castle.

Though they use mostly Connemara ponies, the couple have care
fully selected their string to cover all levels of riders and heights,
and some of the taller horses are of Irish Draught breeding.

Both Irish Draughts and Connemara ponies are sturdy, forward-
going, and 100% reliable and perfect for sightseeing across their
native land.

Having recently experienced first-hand some of the delights of
Connemara offered by Connemara Equestrian Escapes, travel
agent Zara Stassin of Zara’s Planet is delighted to take the com-
pany on her books for 2014.

She said: “Having ridden all over the world with my riding holi-
day business, Connemara and all it has to bring to the table is up
there with the very best in the world. Riding well-produced per
formance type Connemara ponies, the hospitality of everyone you
meet, the quality of food and accommodation and of course the
scenery, why would you leave these shores?”

Indeed there is little need to leave Ireland when you have Conne
mara at your doorstep. Thanks to Connemara Equestrian Escapes,
now is the time to enjoy it!



Packages

for ‘Bring Your Own Horse’ start at €350 for
two nights’ accommodation and three days’
riding. This includes full-board, horse feed
and mucking out. All other packages are

available on request.

See www.zarasplanet.ie
www.connemaraequestrianescapes.com

Email: info@connemaraequestrianescapes.com
Telephone: 087 644 5589

photos: The stunning Kylemore Abbey is one of the many attractions included on these riding holidggdove)/ Looking forward to a wonderful photos: Getting the hands dirty cutting turf with Tom Nee of Killary Sheep Farm (below left) / Kay Mc Evilly always entertains with a smile at the
seafood lunch served by Kate Kennedy after the Mussel Tour at Killary Fjord Shellfish (below left) / Horses are stabled on the grounds of each hotel, wonderful Cashel House Hotel (below right)
pictured here is Renvyle House Hotel and Resort (below right)



